A 63-year-old female case of adenocarcinoma of the lung associated with pulmonary sarcoidosis is reported. Bilateral hilar lymphadenopathy (BHL) was pointed out on a mass survey and sarcoidosis was diagnosed by supraclavicular lymph node biopsy in 1977.
During 5 years of follow up, her chest X-ray showed improvement of the BHL, but her lung fibrosis increased gradually, and showed a tumor shadow in the left upper lung field in 1985. She was admitted to our hospital in 1987, and diagnosed as lung cancer by bronchofiberscopic cytology. After left upper lobectomy, histological examination of the resected lung revealed adenocarcinoma and chronic granulomatous inflammation suggesting sarcoidosis. Coexistence of sarcoidosis and lung cancer is unusual and the relationship between these two diseases is not clear.
